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May 16, 2016

United States District Court, District of Nevada
400 South Virginia Street
Reno, Nevada 89501

Attention: Judge Miranda Du
C/o Peggie Vannozzi
Re: Richard W. West, ||

Dear Judge Du,

My name is Kelly Dodson, and | am the ex-wife of the above named defendant. | am writing to you out
of grave concern for his well-being.

I am extremely worried about the mental and physical state of Mr. West. | realize he is in the state’s
custody because he has been charged with a crime(s), however | fee! the treatment he has been
receiving while in county care has been inadequate to his current medical situation. Personally | have no
information or knowledge of the alleged activities which resulted in his arrest, but | do have first-hand
knowledge of his medical background and the level of pain he endured for years. | believe his pain
management has been mishandled, and he has unfortunately fallen into abusing prescribed pain
medication. While | am in no way excusing poor decisions he may have made, | am stating he has an
addiction problem which needs to be addressed by rehabilitation specialists in a rehabilitation/medical
facility. | do not feel jail is the answer, and is only attributing to his demise.

It has come to my attention that Mr. West has lost a significant amount of weight since the time of his
arrest, and is in a dire physical and mental state. With the highest respect for you and your well-
deserved position, | am pleading with you to grant Mr. West ball, and please release him into a
medical/rehabilitation facility. Thousands of people in America struggle with addiction, and while |
cannot personally understand it, | can certainly empathize. | have previously written a letter on his
behalf requesting he be released into the care of his parents, but seeing as the circumstance has
become more serious, | am now requesting he receive medical attention. | am not asking he be
exonerated from any wrong-doings he may have participated in, but | am asking he be treated in a
humane and fair manner. | firmly believe in our country’s “innocent until proven guilty” mantra; he has
yet to receive a fair trial, yet | feel he has already been convicted by being denied the necessary medical
care he so obviously needs. |fear for his life.

At this time [ would like to sincerely thank you for taking the time to consider my concerns.
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